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Lois Eberhart is the Water Resources Administrator for the City of Minneapolis; she has been working 

with “green infrastructure” stormwater systems, and urban planning and regulatory mechanisms for water 

resource protection for 15 years.  For the City of Minneapolis she manages programs that focus on 

managing stormwater runoff to protect and improve the city’s lakes, creeks and the Mississippi River.  

Ms. Eberhart received a BS (summa cum laude) in geography, with a focus on climatology, from the 

University of Minnesota and a Master’s degree in landscape architecture from Harvard University, with a 

focus on environmental planning. 

 

Cara Geheren, Victoria City Engineer, has been working as a consultant for the City of Victoria since 

2001.  During her time with the City, she has witnessed significant growth, participated in the planning 

and implementation of the expansion of stormwater infrastructure to accommodate that growth, and was 

responsible for the City’s compliance with new and ever-evolving stormwater regulations.   Cara is the 

President and Senior Municipal Engineer with FOCUS Engineering, inc.  She was born in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin and has a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Minnesota.   

 

Jim S. Gruber is a professor and the Director of the Resource Management and Conservation Program 

and the Sustainable Development and Climate Change Concentration in the Environmental Studies 

Department of Antioch University New England.  He previously served as a municipal manager in 

Vermont and New Hampshire.  During the past 30 years, he has consulted to national and state 

governments, regional non-profit organizations, and local governments in seven Eastern European 

Countries, Mexico, and the United States on environmental policy, energy conservation and passive solar 

technology, social capital building, and facilitating systemic change.  His most recent publication in the 

journal Environmental Management is entitled: Key Principles of Community-Based Natural Resource 

Management.  He holds a PhD from the University of Zagreb in Environmental Management, a MPA 

from Harvard Kennedy School of Government, and a MS from Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  

He is also a professional civil engineer (PE). 

 

 

 



John S. Gulliver is a professor in the Department of Civil Engineering, University of Minnesota.  He 

performs research on the development of new technology for stormwater treatment and assessment of 

field performance of stormwater treatment practices, including infiltration and sedimentation practices, 

such as rain gardens, underground suspended sediment separators and ponds.  He is one of the inventors 

of the SAFL Baffle, which turns a sump into an effective pre-treatment practice.  With Pete Weiss and 

Andy Erickson, he has just begun a project to remove dissolved phosphorus and dissolved metal 

contaminants from stormwater runoff in ponds, filters and swales.  Prof. Gulliver is co-editor with Weiss 

and Erickson of the on-line manual, “Stormwater Treatment: Assessment and Maintenance.” Dr. Gulliver 

conducts his research at the University of Minnesota St. Anthony Falls Laboratory and has authored or 

edited four books and over 100 scientific journal articles.   

 

Holly J. Kreft has served as the Community Development Director for the City of Victoria since 

September of 2006.  Prior to that, she was the Community Development Director for the City of Belle 

Plaine during a high growth period.  She oversees planning and economic development activities for the 

City.  Her degrees are in Geology and her professional interests range from incorporating active living 

principles into long range planning to innovative stormwater management.  She has secured over 

$250,000 in grants for various City projects and initiatives.  Her personal interests include reading, 

Zumba, and spending time with her husband and three kids.   

 

Telly Mamayek is the Communications Director at the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District, where she 

serves as the District’s spokesperson and raises public awareness about the District’s work and the 

importance of water resource protection.   She specializes in community, government and media relations, 

organizes special events and writes for local publications. Prior to joining the MCWD, Telly worked as a 

broadcast journalist in several radio markets across the Midwest, most recently at WCCO Radio in 

Minneapolis. She earned a number of state and national awards for her reporting, including an American 

Women in Radio and Television award for her series work.  Telly holds a BA degree from UW-Eau 

Claire and a MA degree from the University of Minnesota.    

 

Trisha Moore is a post-doctoral associate at St. Anthony Falls Laboratory, University of Minnesota. She 

obtained her graduate degrees at Kansas State University (M.S.) and North Carolina State University 

(PhD). Her research experience includes assessment of ecosystem service provision by ecologically-based 

stormwater treatment systems, carbon foot-printing of stormwater infrastructure, and, currently, the 

impacts of stormwater infiltration on stream base-flow and implications of extreme precipitation trends on 

the capacity of stormwater infrastructure. 

 

John L. Nieber is a professor in the Department of Bioproducts and Biosystems Engineering, University 

of Minnesota. Areas of interest: hydrologic process discovery through field experimentation, data 

synthesis, and modeling. Development of models for simulation and prediction of hydrologic processes 

and mass transport processes. Assessing the impact of landuse activities on the hydrology and water 

quality of ground water, streams, lakes, and wetlands. He is a member of the American Society of 

Agricultural Engineers; the American Geophysical Union; the American Institute of Hydrology; and the 

American Society of Agronomy. Licensed Professional Engineer and Certified Professional Hydrologist 

in Minnesota. 

 



Mark Seeley is a professor in the Department of Soil, Water, and Climate, where he has worked since 

1978. He has done weekly commentary for Minnesota Public Radio and written the weekly newsletter 

"Minnesota WeatherTalk" since 1992. His extension educational programs relate weather/climate impacts 

to Minnesota agriculture, transportation, energy, tourism, and natural resources. Mark edited a successful 

series of children's books called the "Amazing Science Series" and has published two books about 

Minnesota's weather and climate. He has been awarded the Sigma Xi Science Communication and 

Education Award, the Mn/DOT Research Partnership Award for his work with the deployment of living 

snow fences, and most recently the Extension Director's Award for Distinguished Faculty. 

 

Michael Simpson is currently the Chair of the Environmental Studies Dept at Antioch University New 

England. Within the department, he has taught graduate level courses in wetlands ecology, watershed 

management, environmental site assessment and economic analysis of policy decisions. He has graduate 

degrees from both Dartmouth College and Antioch New England Graduate School. He has been a senior 

environmental scientist and partner for two environmental consultant firms in the Northeast. He has also 

worked for both the NH Dept. of Environmental Services and the MA Dept. of Environmental Protection. 

He is a licensed wetlands scientist with over twenty five years experience in wetland and riparian corridor 

assessments, employing a variety of assessment approaches and data collection procedures. He has also 

designed wetlands for treatment of NPS run-off and wastewater. His primary research focuses upon 

impact to riparian corridors and estuaries, from changes in land-use combined with increases in storm 

intensity and frequency due to projected climate change.  He also has conducted numerous economic 

cost/avoided cost analyses related to decisions regarding resource utilization and conservation. He is 

currently working under two NOAA funded grants that identifies potential risk from projected climate 

and land-use change and necessarily includes development of effective strategies to both communicate 

science and risk to stakeholders and to facilitate local adaptation decisions.  

 

Joel B. Smith, a Principal with Stratus Consulting, has been analyzing climate change impacts and 

adaptation issues for over 25 years. He is and has been a coordinating lead author or lead author on the on 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Assessment Reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Mr. 

Smith is a member of the U.S. National Climate Change Assessment Federal Advisory Committee and 

was a member of the National Academy of Sciences “Panel on Adapting to the Impacts of Climate 

Change.” He has provided technical advice, guidance, and training on assessing climate change impacts 

and adaptation to people around the world and to international organizations, the U.S. government, states, 

municipalities, and the non-profit and private sectors. Mr. Smith worked for the U.S. EPA from 1984 to 

1992, where he was the deputy director of Climate Change Division. He joined Hagler Bailly in 1992 and 

Stratus Consulting in 1998. He was a coeditor of The Potential Effects of Global Climate Change on the 

United States (1989), As Climate Changes: International Impacts and Implications (1995), Adaptation to 

Climate Change: Assessments and Issues (1996), Climate Change, Adaptive Capacity, and Development 

(2003), and The Impact of Climate Change on Regional Systems: A Comprehensive Analysis of California 

(2006). He has published more than thirty articles and chapters on climate change impacts and adaptation 

in peer-reviewed journals and books and has edited a number of books. Mr. Smith received a BA (magna 

cum laude) from Williams College in 1979, and a Masters in Public Policy from the University of 

Michigan in 1982. 

 



Latham Stack is a Co-Principal Investigator on the project. Since 2005 he has been Managing Scientist 

at the Project’s Prime Contractor, Syntectic International, LLC. The Minnehaha Creek study is the fourth 

in a series that Latham has co-led. On the current project, Latham: led the team that conceptualized the 

project and obtained funding; oversees grant administration and shares project management; and performs 

statistical modeling of past, current, and future rainfall. Prior to Syntectic, Latham worked as a 

management consultant, financial analyst, and entrepreneur. He has a Bachelors in finance, a Masters in 

environmental chemistry, and is a Certified Internal Auditor. 

 

Bruce N. Wilson is a professor in the Department of Bioproducts and Biosystems Engineering at the 

University of Minnesota and is a Center-for-Transportation-Studies Scholar.  He was a member of the 

faculty at Oklahoma State University for eight years and has been a member of the faculty at the 

University of Minnesota since 1991. Dr. Wilson has extensive modeling and experimental background in 

erosion mechanics and in hydrologic/water quality processes of watersheds resulting in many technical 

publications. Five of these publications have received recognition for meritorious research.  His 

hydrologic and sedimentologic model for surface mined lands has been widely used in the design of 

sediment control plans.  Dr. Wilson has been the instructor for numerous undergraduate and graduate 

courses, including a graduate course on hydrologic modeling, and is the recipient of the Distinguished 

Graduate Teaching Faculty Award given by College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 

Sciences, University of Minnesota.  He is a Fellow of the American Society of Agricultural and 

Biological Engineers.  

 

Leslie Yetka is the Education Program Manager with the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District, where 

she implements education and outreach activities designed to raise awareness and engage communities on 

a variety of issues related to water resource enhancement and protection.  Areas of focus include 

stormwater management, green infrastructure, non-point source pollution, land use and development, 

habitat restoration and protection, and clean water practices.  Leslie has many years of experience 

working in the water resource management field and with a diverse audience, including private 

landowners, businesses, non-profit groups, professional staff, municipalities, and community groups 

engaged in protecting clean water. 

 

Additionally Project Assistance: 

 Mallory Anderson, Education Assistant, Minnehaha Creek Watershed District 

 Anna Harris, Master Candidate for Environmental Education at Antioch University New 

England.  

 Jason Rhoades, PhD Student, Antioch University New England 

 


