
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE MINNEHAHA CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

 
 
Call to order  
The regular meeting of the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Citizens Advisory Committee 
was called to order at 6:36 p.m. in the Community Room at the Minnehaha Creek Watershed 
District offices.  
 
Members Present  
Bill Bushnell, Sliv Carlson, Jerry Ciardelli, Drew McGovern, Richard Nyquist, David Oltmans, 
Peter Rechelbacher, Marc Roenberg and John Salditt.  
 
Managers Present  
Sherry White 
 
Others Present  
MCWD staff—Darren Lochner, Tom Dietrich, Becky Christopher, Cole Thompson  
 
Information Items  
Ciardelli shared information regarding the St. Louis Park – Rainwater Rewards Program 
(https://www.stlouispark.org/government/departments-divisions/natural-resouces/rainwater-
rewards-program ).  This is a cost-share program that offers financial and technical assistance 
for residential stormwater BMPs.  With the absence of the MCWD cost-share program these 
grants provided by cities such as St. Louis Park have been successful at the local level.   
Ciardelli suggested that MCWD should be credited with paving the way for the local grants.   A 
suggestion was made to highlight some rainwater reward projects in SPLASH and other MCWD 
communications, etc. 
 
The St. Louis Park – Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) has been in draft form and 
available for comment September 21-November 30, 2018.  After agency review the plan is 
projected to go through a public hearing and council approval in 2019.   The draft plan is found 
at the following link: https://www.stlouispark.org/government/departments-
divisions/engineering/stormwater/surface-water-management-plan 
 
At the end of November the City of St. Louis Park hosted an open house and presentation on 
the Reilly Tar and Chemical site and ongoing cleanup of groundwater contamination.   This year 
is a significant anniversary that marks 30 years cleanup efforts. The 80-acre site is located 
along Highway 7 in St. Louis Park.  https://www.stlouispark.org/our-city/reilly-tar-chemical-corp 
 
Carlson reported on an on-going partnership with Urban Ecosystems, landscape designers and 
authors of Lake Minnetonka Guide to Shoreline Gardening.  They have been consulting with 
Carlson’s neighborhood that is located along the shores of Lake Minnetonka. Sliv thanked Urban 
Ecosystems for this quality guidance and support on restoring the shoreland.  The 
neighborhood looks forward to pursuing some restoration projects in 2019. 
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Approval of Agenda and Minutes  
It was moved by Ciardelli to approve the agenda, Salditt seconded. All members approved. CAC 
reviewed the October minutes and Carlson moved to approve the minutes and Nyquist 
seconded. All members approved.  
 
Discussion Items  
Permitting Issues and Opportunity Identification – Compliance – Dietrich 
The December 12, 2018 Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting continued to focus on 
MCWD rule revisions.  Specifically the CAC meeting focused on inspections and compliance 
aspect of the department in relation to the goals of program efficiency and the encouragement 
of partnerships. 
 
Building off of the discussions of previous meetings, the CAC participated in a facilitated 
discussion and activity to continue categorizing issues facing the Permitting Program in pursuit 
of its goals and mapping potential, high-level solutions.  The CAC was reminded of the process 
that has been followed with the MCWD rule revision process and the discussions that will 
continue into 2019.    
 

 
 
 
Following a background on the Permitting Program the CAC was provided a summary of 
potential solutions and direction for the program.  The discussion focused on the following 
categories: 
 
 Prioritization Framework – i.e. how sites are prioritized for inspection; 
 Escalation – the systems we have in place to respond to issues of non-compliance. 
 Partnerships – how we work with cities and other natural resource agencies to achieve 

interim compliance. 
 

The CAC was divided into small group and asked to discuss the potential solutions and direction 
provided to them by staff.  These discussions were helpful to confirm the solutions developed 
by staff and new suggestions were provided by the CAC.   Some of the discussion focused on 



the financial assurance and its role with permits.  Additional discussions focused on developing 
a preferred/tiered vendor list. 
 
Staff will continue to synthesize the feedback from this and previous meetings and use the 
information to build on future discussion regarding the Permitting Department. CAC will 
continue the discussions on the Permitting program in the new year.  In addition to the 
discussion on the Permitting Department and rule revisions, the CAC discussed the 2019 
meeting calendar. 
 
CAC Review – Lochner  
Staff thanked the CAC for their contributions over the past year.  A survey will be sent to the 
CAC by the end of the year. 
 
CAC member updates  
None at this time – See above 
 
Board updates  
None at this time 
 
Adjourn – Next Meeting is Wednesday, January 2, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 
Motion was made to adjourn at 8:27 p.m. by Bushnell and seconded by Carlson. All CAC 
members approved. 


