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The Minnehaha Creek Watershed 
District (MCWD) is responsible for 
181 square miles that drain into 
the Minnehaha Creek and ultimately 
the Mississippi River. There are 
eight major creeks, 129 lakes, and 
thousands of wetlands within the 
MCWD. The MCWD includes all or 
part of 27 cities and two townships 
in Hennepin and Carver counties.
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The restoration work on Lake Minnetonka’s Big Island shows what can happen when local and state agencies 
cooperate with a similar vision. 

In 2006, the City of Orono, the state of Minnesota and MCWD pitched in to buy the 56-acre eastern third 
of Big Island, which had spent the previous eight decades as a state-owned campground for veterans and 
was the site of a theme park in the early 1900’s. Without the purchase, the land would have likely been 
developed into nine private residential home sites. The proceeds benefited the “Minnesota Veterans 4 
Veterans Trust Fund,” which provides a variety of services to the state’s veterans. 

The partners returned the site to a passive, natural state for the public to enjoy, with a conservation 
easement that limits new buildings and bans motor vehicles, new developments, and organized events.

In 2009 the District restored about 3,000 feet of severely eroded shoreline that was falling into Lake 
Minnetonka. It also helped remove buckthorn and other invasive plants. Local business owner, former Orono 
Mayor and the island’s custodian Gabriel Jabbour led the effort to clear the island of about 150 tons of garbage. 

Following the success of the project, Three Rivers Park District (TRPD) approached the District about 
partnering to restore the shoreline on the portion of the island owned by TRPD. The project, completed in 
2013, used similar techniques to stabilize about 1,200 feet of shoreline on the northern side of the island 
near Cruiser’s Cove. 

By tapping into the funds of several different agencies and the passion of citizens, these projects
ensure that the historic island will remain healthy and natural for all to enjoy, and protect the
water quality in one of the state’s most highly-used lakes. 

Learn more about these projects at www.minnehahacreek.org/big-island.

BEFORE & AFTER: A segment of Big Island’s shoreline (2009 restoration)

Project Spotlight: 
Shoring up Big Island

BEFORE AFTER
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*Fourth consecutive year without a levy increase

Capital Improvement Programs $7,531,606
Project and Program Personnel $1,439,674
Research and Monitoring $1,098,371
Grants $1,065,174
Operations $796,507
Communications/Public Education $284,100
Administration $248,353
Regulation $230,000
Total $12,693,785



Project Spotlight: 
Restoring Minnehaha Creek
For decades, a stretch of Minnehaha Creek through Hopkins and St. Louis Park was largely hidden 
from view and often treated like a ditch for polluted rainwater flowing off the landscape.  Land use 
decisions filled and drained wetlands and straightened sections of the creek, increasing flooding risk, 
impairing water quality and degrading wildlife habitat.

When the District began to look at ways to improve this degraded stretch of creek, it became clear 
that the District could not do it alone.  After developing countless partnerships with businesses, 
citizen groups, government agencies and non-profits, the District and its partners are well on their way 
to realizing the vision for this area:  A healthy, natural creek that is a resource to its communities.

In 2005, the District worked with Methodist Hospital and the City of St. Louis Park on educational 
signage for the hospital’s creek-side campus and both parties saw greater potential in the partnership.  
As a result, the District returned a straightened section of stream to a more natural shape and restored 
its surrounding wetlands -- cleaning up the water, reducing flooding and improving wildlife habitat.  
The hospital built a boardwalk connecting its patients and the community to the healing power of 
water and nature.

After years of planning with the City of St. Louis Park and nearby property owners, that restoration was 
extended another 3,000 feet upstream in 2013. A trail and boardwalk system, completed this summer, 
will provide access to the creek and 27 acres of previously inaccessible green space.

Further upstream in Hopkins, the District plans to restore a section of Minnehaha Creek at Cottageville 
Park, which is being expanded and reconnected to the creek. The District’s partnership with the City of 
Hopkins also includes an upcoming restoration of stream bank adjacent to a large warehouse across the 
creek from Cottageville Park.  Once that project is complete, the District plans to sell the remainder of 
the property for redevelopment in accordance with the city’s land use planning goals.  

The combined impact of these projects will re-establish Minnehaha Creek as a community resource that 
provides clean water, recreational opportunities and much-needed green space.

Learn more at www.minnehahacreek.org/minnehaha-creek-restoration

BEFORE & AFTER: Minnehaha Creek between Meadowbrook Road and Excelsior Boulevard

BEFORE AFTER
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Executive Summary
2013 was a landmark year for the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD). Several projects and 
programs came to fruition after years of hard work with the District’s many partners.

In fact, partnership and collaboration were consistent themes throughout the past year.  By helping 
others reach their goals, the MCWD has been able to leverage public resources and achieve far greater 
water quality benefits than it could do on its own.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
highlighted those efforts when it named the MCWD 
the 2013 Watershed District of the Year. Among 
the achievements it noted was how “the District 
successfully coordinates and integrates its various 
programs to systematically improve the watershed 
and its water resources.” The Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources’s audit of the MCWD described the 
District as a “highly functioning, high achieving, and 
proactive organization,” and suggested that “their 
breadth of programming can serve as a model for 
other metro-area water management LGUs.”

Some of the District’s top accomplishments in 2013 
included a major restoration of Minnehaha Creek upstream 
of Methodist Hospital, the transformation of 130 acres 
of former cropland to native prairie and oak savanna in 
Minnetrista, grants to provide aquatic invasive species 
inspectors at busy boat launches throughout the District, 
a record-setting Minnehaha Creek Cleanup in Minneapolis, 
a streamlined permit application process and a new office 
space in Minnetonka that helps better serve the District’s 
communities and achieve its mission. 

Throughout this work the MCWD has been heartened to see 
new partnerships emerge and others reinforced. The cities 
of Hopkins and St. Louis Park are working with the District 
to continue the restoration of one of the most degraded 
sections of Minnehaha Creek (read more on page 10). And 
Three Rivers Park District (TRPD) built on the success of 
a shoreline stabilization project at Lake Minnetonka’s Big 
Island in 2009 by partnering with the District to restore 
1,200 more feet of shoreline on TRPD land in 2013.  You can 
read more about that project on page 11.

This spirit of cooperation with other agencies, businesses, 
non-profits, citizen groups and residents is integral to the 
MCWD’s success in  achieving its goal of protecting the 
precious lakes, streams and wetlands within its boundary for 
generations to come.

Receiving the Watershed District of the Year award
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To reinforce the District’s 
commitment to partnerships, the 
MCWD Board of Managers recently 
adopted a policy framework with 
three guiding principles:

• We will join with others in   
   pursuing our watershed       
   management goals
• We will intensify and maintain      
    our focus on high-priority       
   projects
• We will be flexible and creative      
   in adapting our practices to      
   those of our partners  

Our partnerships with the public, 
private and civic sectors will help 
all of us protect and improve 
our natural systems, make wise 
investments in public infrastructure 
and improve the quality of water and 
quality of life in our communities.

In Pursuit of a Balanced 
Urban Ecology



WEIGH IN ON CLEAN WATER INITIATIVE
Held a successful public engagement campaign that reached 
stakeholders through open houses, an online survey, social media 
campaign and traditional media outreach. This effort increased 
public awareness and understanding of the MCWD while collecting 
valuable feedback for the District.

WEBSITE
Used the MCWD website to improve District efficiency and 
functionality, including: online job and grant applications, online 
event registration and soon-to-be-live online permit application.  
Also significantly improved the display of information about 
MCWD projects and studies on the site, and developed a system to 
ensure the pages remain updated. The website received more than 
215,000 page views in 2013. 

MEDIA RELATIONS
With one-on-one media interaction, placed many high-profile 
news stories showcasing the District’s work, including: Minnehaha 
Creek Reach 20 and Reach 14 restorations, Big Island North Side 
Restoration, Master Water Stewards program, Lake Nokomis Bio-
Manipulation Study, AIS Prevention, and more. According to 
Burrelles Luce, about 14 million people were reached by print 
publications carrying stories about the District. According to 
Northstar Media Services, 1.8 million people watched the specific 
TV newscasts in which the MCWD was mentioned.

Grant Programs
CYNTHIA KRIEG WATERSHED STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM
Awarded eight grants to projects that use education to protect 
clean water within the MCWD. Those projects included a 
collaborative effort with NorthernLights.mn to design a large 
watershed-wide game that educates participants about clean 
water issues.

COST-SHARE GRANTS
Awarded 51 cost-share grants to residents, businesses, community 
groups, congregations and others for clean-water landscaping 
such as raingardens, pervious pavement driveways, and natural 
shoreline plantings.

Weigh in on Clean Water open house

A raingarden at St. Thomas Apostle church 
and school funded by a Cost Share grant

Communications Director Telly Mamayek 
talking to a Star Tribune reporter

Outreach
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Projects
MINNEHAHA CREEK - REACH 20 REMEANDER 
Returned 3,000 feet of previously-ditched Minnehaha Creek to a 
more natural shape in St. Louis Park, creating 1,600 feet of new 
channel. The restoration treats 80 acres of previously untreated 
stormwater, connects the creek to historic floodplain, and 
provides public access to 27 acres of green space. (Read more on 
this initiative on page 10).

SIX MILE MARSH PRAIRIE RESTORATION
Converted approximately 130 acres of former cropland in 
Minnetrista to native prairie, wet prairie, wet meadow, oak 
savanna and oak forest. Restored four wetlands and expanded five 
more through the removal of drain tile. This restoration prevents 
an estimated 120 to 380 pounds of phosphorous from entering Six 
Mile Marsh and Halsted Bay each year. One pound of phosphorus 
can produce about 500 pounds of algae. 

MINNEHAHA CREEK – REACH 14
The District installed native buffers on the property of 16 
homeowners along Minnehaha Creek between 54th Street and 
France Avenue in Edina. The project is part of a larger effort to 
create a natural corridor which catches polluted runoff before it 
enters the creek, minimizes erosion, and improves habitat for fish 
and wildlife. 

STEIGER LAKE WETLAND RESTORATION
Restored an 8.5-acre wetland and expanded a downstream 
stormwater pond in Victoria, treating 251 acres of stormwater 
that drains into Steiger Lake. The project is expected to remove 
nearly 100 pounds of phosphorus per year. 

BIG ISLAND SHORELINE RESTORATION 
Building on the success of previous shoreline restoration work at 
Big Island, the MCWD partnered with Three Rivers Park District to 
restore an additional 1,200 feet of eroding shoreline and stabilize 
steep eroding bluffs along the island’s north shore. (Read more on 
this initiative on page 11). 

Restored section of Minnehaha Creek

Six Mile Marsh Prairie Restoration

A new native streambank in Edina

Stabilizing the shoreline at Big Island
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MINNEHAHA CREEK CLEANUP
Attracted a record-shattering 1,200 volunteers to the 2013 
Minnehaha Creek Cleanup, which collected two tons of trash from 
Minnehaha Creek and the Chain of Lakes in Minneapolis. Received 
logistical support from our new non-profit partner, Metro Blooms. 

WATERSHED HEROES
Improved Watershed Heroes awards event, bringing in a local 
celebrity emcee (KARE 11 Chief Meteorologist Belinda Jensen), 
drawing a standing-room-only crowd and generating high-profile 
media coverage on KARE 11 -- including a live interview from the 
event on the 6pm news.

Community Involvement
MASTER WATER STEWARDS
Launched a three-year pilot program with the Freshwater Society to protect 
water quality in MCWD. The inaugural class of 20 volunteer community 
leaders participated in a 50-hour training program and installed water-
friendly landscaping and other projects to reduce polluted runoff. Stewards 
also educated fellow community members on water quality issues. The 
program is funded by a Clean Water Fund grant from the Board of Water and 
Soil Resources. 

Minnehaha Creek Cleanup

Education Manager Leslie Yetka speaking at the 2013 
Clean Water Summit 

A Master Water Steward 
installing a raingarden

CLEAN WATER SUMMIT
Led planning activities and provided financial 
support for the 7th annual Clean Water Summit 
which drew about 150 people to the MN Landscape 
Arboretum to discuss the essential role of people in 
protecting and promoting clean water.

VOLUNTEER CITIZEN 
MONITORING PROGRAMS
Recruited and trained 11 citizens to take 
water quality samples in their lakes and 
monitor precipitation gauges throughout 
the District.

WATERSHED ASSOCIATION INITIATIVE
Continued to support the development of new lake and 
stream associations within the watershed, and assist 
existing groups. In partnership with the Freshwater 
Society, the program built capacity in these groups 
through workshops and trainings.

Events
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STORMWATER ADAPTATION 
STUDY
Led the extensive outreach component of this 
ground-breaking study which looked at how 
stormwater systems will be affected by changing 
weather patterns, and how cities can best adapt. 
This included community meetings, presentations 
at various technical and non-technical events, 
newsletters, a web page, and more. 

SIX MILE CREEK DIAGNOSTIC
Completed the first phase of a study of the Six 
Mile Creek subwatershed, which will help the 
District address the greatest water quality issues 
in the area. 

Research

Stormwater Adaptation Open House

Researchers beginning testing on Zequanox treatment in Lake Minnetonka

MINNEHAHA CREEK BASEFLOW STUDY
Continued working with the University of Minnesota to study Minnehaha Creek’s flow patterns in an 
effort to keep a more steady base flow in the creek. 

LAKE NOKOMIS BIOMANIPULATION PROJECT
Reduced algae issues in Lake Nokomis by removing bottom-feeding fish like black bullheads and bluegill 
sunfish that stir up the lake bottom. This included stocking the lake with walleye, which feed on the 
targeted fish.   

ZEQUANOX STUDY
Assisted the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) in its study of Zequanox, a non-chemical 
treatment used to kill zebra mussels. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF AIS
Worked with the University of Minnesota’s 
Department of Applied Economics to understand 
the economic impact of AIS infestations.

CURLYLEAF PONDWEED
Completed a study of curlyleaf pondweed, 
looking at the effects of mechanical harvesting 
on controlling its spread.
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
INSPECTOR GRANTS
Awarded grants to provide AIS watercraft inspectors at public boat 
launches. The grants helped pay for regular inspectors at six lakes 
(including Lake Minnetonka) and roaming inspectors at others. 
The $175,000 in funding helped provide nearly 22,000 hours of 
inspectors.

AIS MANAGEMENT PLAN
Completed a long-term AIS Management Plan that is now a chapter 
in the MCWD’s 10-year Comprehensive Water Resources Management 
Plan. Collected input from a broad range of interested parties. The AIS Management Plan is serving as 
a model for other watershed districts that are considering a plan of their own. 

PROOF OF INSPECTION
Developed and implemented a Proof-of-Inspection pilot program for AIS watercraft inspections, which 
allowed boaters to undergo inspection when they leave a lake in order to expedite their process at the 
next launch.  Six government partners participated, issuing about 2,200 proof-of-inspection tags.

FLOWERING RUSH IN LAKE MINNETONKA
Expanded control of Flowering Rush in Lake Minnetonka from two sites in 2012 to 10 sites in 2013 due 
to the proven success of hand removal in soft sediment areas.

Permitting
BMP INSPECTIONS
Focused on wrapping up existing, open permits for BMP’s, 
which are water quality protection features that are 
required of new development. Staff resolved four years of 
BMP inspections from 2006 to 2009.

STREAMLINING THE DECLARATION 
PROCESS
Improved the process for declarations, which are 
documents that tie a clean-water feature to a property. 
The new process is faster and easier for applicants. 

VARIANCE COORDINATION
Worked with applicants to resolve issues without granting a variance – an exception to a District rule 
that must be approved by the Board of Managers. Four out of five applications requesting a variance 
were resolved with the new approach. 

AIS inspector at Lake Minnewashta
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Data Collection
WATER QUALITY MONITORING
Monitored 27 bays on Lake Minnetonka and 11 upper watershed lakes bi-weekly from April 
to October, as well as checked monthly on 16 limited-access lakes from May to September. 
Staff did weekly checks of 44 sites along streams in the watershed for flow and water 
quality from March to November.  

Operations
NEW OFFICE SPACE
In June the MCWD moved into a new office building to better serve its communities and fulfill 
its mission. The District purchased and renovated an existing building rather than building new, 
reducing cost and environmental impact. The MCWD staff completed the move with minimal service 
disruption (4 hours) and the project is projected to finish under budget. The new building provides 
much needed public meeting, laboratory, and office space. Its proximity to Interstate 494 provides 
greater visibility and easier access for residents and partners across the District. 

TECHNOLOGY
The District made a variety of technology upgrades to improve efficiency and effectiveness. It 
began an electronic record-keeping system to reduce paper use; installed a video system for 
recording workshops and lectures for broader viewing; built databases for water quality data and 
permit tracking; and set up its meeting rooms for easy plug and play display of information. 

Taking water quality samples

Checking zebra mussel samplers in 
Lake Minnetonka

MACROINVERTEBRATE MONITORING
Monitored aquatic insects, crayfish, clams, snails, and sponges and 
other macroinvertebrates in 7 subwatersheds within the District.

ZEBRA MUSSEL MONITORING
Completed the third year of a zebra mussel monitoring study on 
Lake Minnetonka, which tracked monthly zebra mussel populations 
at about 30 locations throughout the lake.

AQUATIC VEGETATION SURVEYS
Monitored aquatic plants in Halsted Bay, Kelser’s Pond, Church 
Lake, Turbid Lake, and Taft Lake.

STREAM ASSESSMENT – FIRST ORDER 
INVENTORY
Examined changes in streams within the District since 2003, and 
catalogued streams the District hadn’t yet identified. This data will 
help with future opportunities for water quality improvements. 
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Inspecting a construction site
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MINNEHAHA CREEK CLEANUP
Attracted a record-shattering 1,200 volunteers to the 2013 
Minnehaha Creek Cleanup, which collected two tons of trash from 
Minnehaha Creek and the Chain of Lakes in Minneapolis. Received 
logistical support from our new non-profit partner, Metro Blooms. 

WATERSHED HEROES
Improved Watershed Heroes awards event, bringing in a local 
celebrity emcee (KARE 11 Chief Meteorologist Belinda Jensen), 
drawing a standing-room-only crowd and generating high-profile 
media coverage on KARE 11 -- including a live interview from the 
event on the 6pm news.

Community Involvement
MASTER WATER STEWARDS
Launched a three-year pilot program with the Freshwater Society to protect 
water quality in MCWD. The inaugural class of 20 volunteer community 
leaders participated in a 50-hour training program and installed water-
friendly landscaping and other projects to reduce polluted runoff. Stewards 
also educated fellow community members on water quality issues. The 
program is funded by a Clean Water Fund grant from the Board of Water and 
Soil Resources. 

Minnehaha Creek Cleanup

Education Manager Leslie Yetka speaking at the 2013 
Clean Water Summit 

A Master Water Steward 
installing a raingarden

CLEAN WATER SUMMIT
Led planning activities and provided financial 
support for the 7th annual Clean Water Summit 
which drew about 150 people to the MN Landscape 
Arboretum to discuss the essential role of people in 
protecting and promoting clean water.

VOLUNTEER CITIZEN 
MONITORING PROGRAMS
Recruited and trained 11 citizens to take 
water quality samples in their lakes and 
monitor precipitation gauges throughout 
the District.

WATERSHED ASSOCIATION INITIATIVE
Continued to support the development of new lake and 
stream associations within the watershed, and assist 
existing groups. In partnership with the Freshwater 
Society, the program built capacity in these groups 
through workshops and trainings.

Events
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STORMWATER ADAPTATION 
STUDY
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ground-breaking study which looked at how 
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weather patterns, and how cities can best adapt. 
This included community meetings, presentations 
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Completed the first phase of a study of the Six 
Mile Creek subwatershed, which will help the 
District address the greatest water quality issues 
in the area. 
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effort to keep a more steady base flow in the creek. 
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sunfish that stir up the lake bottom. This included stocking the lake with walleye, which feed on the 
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Projects
MINNEHAHA CREEK - REACH 20 REMEANDER 
Returned 3,000 feet of previously-ditched Minnehaha Creek to a 
more natural shape in St. Louis Park, creating 1,600 feet of new 
channel. The restoration treats 80 acres of previously untreated 
stormwater, connects the creek to historic floodplain, and 
provides public access to 27 acres of green space. (Read more on 
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Converted approximately 130 acres of former cropland in 
Minnetrista to native prairie, wet prairie, wet meadow, oak 
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homeowners along Minnehaha Creek between 54th Street and 
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nearly 100 pounds of phosphorus per year. 

BIG ISLAND SHORELINE RESTORATION 
Building on the success of previous shoreline restoration work at 
Big Island, the MCWD partnered with Three Rivers Park District to 
restore an additional 1,200 feet of eroding shoreline and stabilize 
steep eroding bluffs along the island’s north shore. (Read more on 
this initiative on page 11). 

Restored section of Minnehaha Creek

Six Mile Marsh Prairie Restoration

A new native streambank in Edina

Stabilizing the shoreline at Big Island
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Project Spotlight: 
Restoring Minnehaha Creek
For decades, a stretch of Minnehaha Creek through Hopkins and St. Louis Park was largely hidden 
from view and often treated like a ditch for polluted rainwater flowing off the landscape.  Land use 
decisions filled and drained wetlands and straightened sections of the creek, increasing flooding risk, 
impairing water quality and degrading wildlife habitat.

When the District began to look at ways to improve this degraded stretch of creek, it became clear 
that the District could not do it alone.  After developing countless partnerships with businesses, 
citizen groups, government agencies and non-profits, the District and its partners are well on their way 
to realizing the vision for this area:  A healthy, natural creek that is a resource to its communities.

In 2005, the District worked with Methodist Hospital and the City of St. Louis Park on educational 
signage for the hospital’s creek-side campus and both parties saw greater potential in the partnership.  
As a result, the District returned a straightened section of stream to a more natural shape and restored 
its surrounding wetlands -- cleaning up the water, reducing flooding and improving wildlife habitat.  
The hospital built a boardwalk connecting its patients and the community to the healing power of 
water and nature.

After years of planning with the City of St. Louis Park and nearby property owners, that restoration was 
extended another 3,000 feet upstream in 2013. A trail and boardwalk system, completed this summer, 
will provide access to the creek and 27 acres of previously inaccessible green space.

Further upstream in Hopkins, the District plans to restore a section of Minnehaha Creek at Cottageville 
Park, which is being expanded and reconnected to the creek. The District’s partnership with the City of 
Hopkins also includes an upcoming restoration of stream bank adjacent to a large warehouse across the 
creek from Cottageville Park.  Once that project is complete, the District plans to sell the remainder of 
the property for redevelopment in accordance with the city’s land use planning goals.  

The combined impact of these projects will re-establish Minnehaha Creek as a community resource that 
provides clean water, recreational opportunities and much-needed green space.

Learn more at www.minnehahacreek.org/minnehaha-creek-restoration

BEFORE & AFTER: Minnehaha Creek between Meadowbrook Road and Excelsior Boulevard

BEFORE AFTER
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Executive Summary
2013 was a landmark year for the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD). Several projects and 
programs came to fruition after years of hard work with the District’s many partners.

In fact, partnership and collaboration were consistent themes throughout the past year.  By helping 
others reach their goals, the MCWD has been able to leverage public resources and achieve far greater 
water quality benefits than it could do on its own.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
highlighted those efforts when it named the MCWD 
the 2013 Watershed District of the Year. Among 
the achievements it noted was how “the District 
successfully coordinates and integrates its various 
programs to systematically improve the watershed 
and its water resources.” The Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources’s audit of the MCWD described the 
District as a “highly functioning, high achieving, and 
proactive organization,” and suggested that “their 
breadth of programming can serve as a model for 
other metro-area water management LGUs.”

Some of the District’s top accomplishments in 2013 
included a major restoration of Minnehaha Creek upstream 
of Methodist Hospital, the transformation of 130 acres 
of former cropland to native prairie and oak savanna in 
Minnetrista, grants to provide aquatic invasive species 
inspectors at busy boat launches throughout the District, 
a record-setting Minnehaha Creek Cleanup in Minneapolis, 
a streamlined permit application process and a new office 
space in Minnetonka that helps better serve the District’s 
communities and achieve its mission. 

Throughout this work the MCWD has been heartened to see 
new partnerships emerge and others reinforced. The cities 
of Hopkins and St. Louis Park are working with the District 
to continue the restoration of one of the most degraded 
sections of Minnehaha Creek (read more on page 10). And 
Three Rivers Park District (TRPD) built on the success of 
a shoreline stabilization project at Lake Minnetonka’s Big 
Island in 2009 by partnering with the District to restore 
1,200 more feet of shoreline on TRPD land in 2013.  You can 
read more about that project on page 11.

This spirit of cooperation with other agencies, businesses, 
non-profits, citizen groups and residents is integral to the 
MCWD’s success in  achieving its goal of protecting the 
precious lakes, streams and wetlands within its boundary for 
generations to come.

Receiving the Watershed District of the Year award
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To reinforce the District’s 
commitment to partnerships, the 
MCWD Board of Managers recently 
adopted a policy framework with 
three guiding principles:

• We will join with others in   
   pursuing our watershed       
   management goals
• We will intensify and maintain      
    our focus on high-priority       
   projects
• We will be flexible and creative      
   in adapting our practices to      
   those of our partners  

Our partnerships with the public, 
private and civic sectors will help 
all of us protect and improve 
our natural systems, make wise 
investments in public infrastructure 
and improve the quality of water and 
quality of life in our communities.

In Pursuit of a Balanced 
Urban Ecology



2012 2013 Change

Levy $7,742,006 $7,742,000 0%*

Total Budget $12,893,919 $12,693,785                     -1.6%   
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The Minnehaha Creek Watershed 
District (MCWD) is responsible for 
181 square miles that drain into 
the Minnehaha Creek and ultimately 
the Mississippi River. There are 
eight major creeks, 129 lakes, and 
thousands of wetlands within the 
MCWD. The MCWD includes all or 
part of 27 cities and two townships 
in Hennepin and Carver counties.
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The restoration work on Lake Minnetonka’s Big Island shows what can happen when local and state agencies 
cooperate with a similar vision. 

In 2006, the City of Orono, the state of Minnesota and MCWD pitched in to buy the 56-acre eastern third 
of Big Island, which had spent the previous eight decades as a state-owned campground for veterans and 
was the site of a theme park in the early 1900’s. Without the purchase, the land would have likely been 
developed into nine private residential home sites. The proceeds benefited the “Minnesota Veterans 4 
Veterans Trust Fund,” which provides a variety of services to the state’s veterans. 

The partners returned the site to a passive, natural state for the public to enjoy, with a conservation 
easement that limits new buildings and bans motor vehicles, new developments, and organized events.

In 2009 the District restored about 3,000 feet of severely eroded shoreline that was falling into Lake 
Minnetonka. It also helped remove buckthorn and other invasive plants. Local business owner, former Orono 
Mayor and the island’s custodian Gabriel Jabbour led the effort to clear the island of about 150 tons of garbage. 

Following the success of the project, Three Rivers Park District (TRPD) approached the District about 
partnering to restore the shoreline on the portion of the island owned by TRPD. The project, completed in 
2013, used similar techniques to stabilize about 1,200 feet of shoreline on the northern side of the island 
near Cruiser’s Cove. 

By tapping into the funds of several different agencies and the passion of citizens, these projects
ensure that the historic island will remain healthy and natural for all to enjoy, and protect the
water quality in one of the state’s most highly-used lakes. 

Learn more about these projects at www.minnehahacreek.org/big-island.

BEFORE & AFTER: A segment of Big Island’s shoreline (2009 restoration)

Project Spotlight: 
Shoring up Big Island

BEFORE AFTER
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*Fourth consecutive year without a levy increase

Capital Improvement Programs $7,531,606
Project and Program Personnel $1,439,674
Research and Monitoring $1,098,371
Grants $1,065,174
Operations $796,507
Communications/Public Education $284,100
Administration $248,353
Regulation $230,000
Total $12,693,785




