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Minnehaha Creek Watershed District   REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
 
MEETING DATE: October 12, 2017 
  
TITLE: Authorization of Payment to the City of Minnetrista for an Assessment Related to the Halstead Drive 
 Street Improvement Project     
 
RESOLUTION NUMBER: 17-064 
          
PREPARED BY: Tiffany Schaufler      
 
E-MAIL:  tschaufler@minnehahacreek.org  TELEPHONE: (952) 641-4513  
 
REVIEWED BY:  Administrator   Counsel  Program Mgr. 
   Board Committee  Engineer  Other 

    
WORKSHOP ACTION:  

 
 Advance to Board mtg. Consent Agenda.  Advance to Board meeting for discussion prior to action.  

 
 Refer to a future workshop (date):_______  Refer to taskforce or committee (date):______________ 

  
 Return to staff for additional work.   No further action requested.    

 
 Other (specify): Not reviewed at Board Workshop. Seeking final approval on October 12, 2017. 

 
 
PURPOSE or ACTION REQUESTED: Authorize payment to the City of Minnetrista for the City’s assessment 
against the District’s properties at 7901 and 8015 Halstead Drive for the Halstead Drive Street Improvement 
Project.  
 
PROJECT/PROGRAM LOCATION: Minnehaha Creek Watershed District parcels at 7701 and 8015 Halstead 
Drive, Minnetrista at the Six Mile Marsh Prairie Restoration. 
 
PROJECT TIMELINE:  

• September 18, 2017: City of Minnetrista City Council adopted the final assessment for the Halstead 
Drive Street Improvement Project  

• October 19, 2017: 30 days from the City’s adoption of assessment; full payments received by this date 
will result in no interest costs  

 
PROJECT/PROGRAM COST: 
Fund name and number:  Project Maintenance & Land Management, 2003 
Current budget: $683,310 
Expenditures to date: $241,663 
Requested amount of funding: $29,636.98  
           
PAST BOARD ACTIONS: 

• On May 26, 2011, the District held a public hearing and authorized a) the purchase of the Halverson’s 
property and b) the request of funds pursuant to its loan agreement with Hennepin County 
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• September 22, 2011, the Board of Managers approved Resolution 11-090 authorizing the adoption of a 
concept plan for conservation and residential development of 7901 and 8015 Halstead Drive, 
Minnetrista  

• May 10, 2012, the Board of Managers approved Resolution 12-043 authorizing the purchase of 7701 
Halstead Drive; and approved Resolution 12-044 to request funds pursuant to its loan agreement with 
Hennepin County  

• August 23, 2012, the Board approved Resolution 12-076 to modify the concept plan to delete the 
residential component for 7901 and 8015 Halsted Drive, Minnetrista 

• January 24, 2013, the Board approved Resolution 13-009 to approve the final design for the Six Mile 
Marsh Prairie Restoration Project located at 7901 and 8015 Halstead Drive and authorized staff to 
solicit bids for construction bids 

• March 28, 2013, the Board approved Resolution 13-027 to award a construction contract for the Six 
Mile Marsh Prairie Restoration Project 

• May 11, 2017, the Board approved Resolution 17-034 to Grant a Temporary Easement to the City of 
Minnetrista on the District’s property at 7701 and 8015 Halstead Drive in order to complete 
improvements to Halstead Drive in Minnetrista  

 
 
SUMMARY:  
 
The City of Minnetrista is implementing the Halstead Drive Street Improvement Project (“Project”). The Project 
includes reconstructing Halstead Drive from Highland Road to just west of Lakeside Drive to a 32-wide 
bituminous rural section roadway. On September 18, 2017 the Minnetrista City Council adopted the final 
assessment for the Project pursuant to Minnesota Statues, Chapter 429. The total amount to be assessed by 
the City is $692,765. The area to be assessed consists of every lot, piece or parcel of land benefitted by said 
Project and is as follows: those parcels adjacent to and with access via Halstead Drive from Highland Road to 
approximately 200 feet west of Lakeside Drive, Farmhill Drive South of Halstead Drive and west of Farmhill 
Circle (see attached Assessment Map). 
 
The District owns in fee two parcels, 7901 and 8015 Halstead Drive (noted as parcels 50 & 51 on the attached 
Assessment Map), which each have been assessed by the City of Minnetrista for the Project (see attached 
City of Minnetrista letters). Although these District parcels are tax exempt the City of Minnetrista can assess 
them pursuant to Minnesota Statues, Chapter 435.19 which states that a City may “levy special assessment 
again the property of a governmental unit benefited by an improvement to the same extent as if such a 
property were privately owned”. The amount specifically assessed against each District parcel is $14,818.49, 
which totals $29,636.98 for both parcels.  
 
On September 25, 2017 the District received a letter from City of Minnetrista notifying property owners that 
they must make full or partial payments by October 19, 2017 (30 days from the adoption of the assessment). 
The City of Minnetrista has offered a financing option in which the $14,818.49 assessment for each parcel can 
be paid over 20 years at a 4.60% annual interest rate. District staff recommends paying the assessment in full 
prior to October 19, 2017 to avoid paying any interest.  
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

• Assessment Map – Halstead Drive Street Improvement Project 
• 7901 & 8015 Halstead Drive Assessment Letters 
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RESOLUTION 
 
RESOLUTION NUMBER: 17-064 
 
TITLE: Authorization of Payment to the City of Minnetrista for an Assessment Related to the Halstead 

Drive Street Improvement Project     
 
 
WHEREAS,  The District’s Comprehensive Water Resources Management Plan includes a Land 

Conservation Program; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 4, 2011 the District acquired the property located at 8015 Halstead Drive, Minnetrista 

in fee title and on August 1, 2012, the District acquired the property located at 7701 Halstead 
Drive, Minnetrista in fee title; and  

 
WHEREAS, the District manages these tracts for water resource and conservation purposes and intends to 

use these properties for future outreach and education; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Minnetrista seeks to complete improvements to Halstead Drive including adjustment 

of grades, replacement of culverts, and installation of a bituminous surface, in addition to the 
construction of a small parking area adjacent to the District’s property; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s improvements require the temporary use of about one-quarter acre of the District’s 

property adjacent to right of way from June 1, 2017 to November 30, 2018; and 
 
WHEREAS,  on May 11, 2017 the Board approved granting a temporary easement to the City of Minnetrista 

on the District’s property at 7701 and 8015 Halstead Drive in order for the City to complete 
improvements to Halstead Drive; and   

 
WHEREAS,  on September 18, 2017 the City of Minnetrista City Council approved Resolution 158-17 to 

adopt an assessment for the Halstead Drive Street Improvement Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the District owns in fee two parcels, 7901 and 8015 Halstead Drive, which have been assessed 

by the City of Minnetrista for the Halstead Drive Street Improvement Project; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Minnetrista has assessed each parcel $14,818.49 for a total of $29,636.98; and 
 
WHEREAS, payment is due in full to the City of Minnetrista by October 19, 2017 to avoid interest charges.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Board of Managers 
hereby authorizes the District administrator to pay the City of Minnetrista an assessment in the amount of 
$29,636.98 for the Halstead Drive Street Improvement Project. 
 
 
 
Resolution Number 17-064 was moved by Manager _____________, seconded by Manager ____________.  
Motion to adopt the resolution ___ ayes, ___ nays, ___abstentions.  Date: _______________. 
 
_______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________ 
Secretary 
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