
 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To: MCWD Board of Managers 

From:  Anna Brown 

Date: April 13, 2017 

Re: Halsted Bay Alum Facility Partnership Opportunity 

 

Purpose: 

Staff will present an opportunity to partner with Three Rivers Park District to potentially acquire 

land that may facilitate the construction of an alum treatment facility for Halsted Bay.  

Background: 

Six Mile – Halsted Bay Background 

The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD or District) is engaged in a multi-

jurisdictional partnership in the Six Mile-Halsted Bay Subwatershed to address complex resource 

issues while coordinating implementation with the plans and priorities of other public and private 

partners. One of the principal needs identified through this collaborative process is addressing 

the phosphorus levels in Halsted Bay of Lake Minnetonka, which requires the largest nutrient 

load reduction of any waterbody in the District. The Partners recognize that addressing the 

Halsted Bay impairment will require significant investment and long range planning. 

Mud Lake and Six Mile Marsh, both upstream of Halsted Bay, contribute approximately 40% of 

the total phosphorus load, representing the highest portion of the watershed load into the Bay. 

While restoration of these upstream systems is a long term strategy for the implementation effort 

in Six Mile-Halsted Bay, it could take decades so an interim solution may be desirable to 

improve Hasted Bay water quality. 

A 2013 feasibility study examined opportunities to improve the water quality of Halsted Bay and 

identified the construction and operation of an off-line alum treatment facility as a cost-effective 

means to provide substantial water quality treatment benefit to Halsted Bay.  

 



 

Potential Partnership: 

Three Rivers Park District is currently developing a purchase agreement for an 8 acre parcel on 

Six Mile Creek, in Minnetrista, to facilitate a planned regional trail corridor. Through the 

regional Six Mile – Halsted Bay Partnership, Three Rivers Park District (TRPD) presented an 

opportunity to MCWD for partnership at this location to address pollutant loading issues within 

Halsted Bay. A portion of the property to be acquired by TRPD could potentially be used to site 

the future alum treatment facility.  

Staff has developed a preliminary analysis of the opportunity, considering variables such as: 

 Real Estate 

 Technical Feasibility 

 Potential Costs 

 Regulatory Feasibility 

 Partnership Framework 

 Timing 

The current framework of this potential partnership as well as the alternative scenarios for 

completion of an alum treatment facility for Halsted Bay will be discussed at the April 13, 2017 

Planning and Policy Committee meeting. 

If there are questions in advance of the meeting, please contact: Anna Brown (952) 641-4522 

Attachments: 

- Area Map 

 


