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The MCWD was established in 1967 by the MN State Legislature to preserve and protect water quality and to reduce
flooding of 129 lakes, numerous wetlands & streams, including Minnehaha Creek, within its boundaries. Its goal
is to improve recreation, communities, environment and property values for the citizens of the entire watershed.
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ATTENTION READERS!

Newsplash, as a general information newsletter, 

will be replaced by an expanded WaterPro newsletter. 

WaterPro (currently inserted in Newsplash) will continue its 

professional, technical focus on cities and townships in the 

District, with land/water management issues and solutions. 

ÒValue MethodologyÒ process and 
recommendations will improve Jennings Bay, 
Painters Creek & overall lake area

The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD), in conjunction with District consultant HDR Engineering of Golden
Valley, sponsored a week-long symposium/pilot project about Lake Minnetonka's Jennings Bay water quality challenges 
in late February-March. 

The symposium featured a national panel of experts from a variety of environmental disciplines. “Our panel of experts
helped us explore cost-effective and value-added ways to improve Jennings Bay, while also helping us to maintain a high
level of water quality and smart land use for
the rest of this landmark lake,” says Glenda
Spiotta, MCWD Planner and Program Manager.

The event examined the important issues
related to water quality on Lake Minnetonka's
Jennings Bay using a process called “Value
Methodology.” 

Value Methodology is a multi-disciplinary
study process focused on cost-effective ways 
to improve the ecological, aesthetic, and 
cultural values as they apply overall to Lake
Minnetonka and specifically to one of the lake’s
bigger water quality challenges in Jennings Bay
and Painters Creek. 

The public participated in the symposium 
at an open house reception mid-week with 
nearly 100 people in attendance. (See WaterPro

pages 2-3 for detailed information on the expert 

panel's findings and their recommendations.)

LAKE MINNETONKA'S 
JENNINGS BAY WATER 
QUALITY EXAMINED
BY NATIONAL PANEL 

TO SUBSCRIBE TO WATERPRO BY EMAIL OR REGULAR MAIL:

Please visit our website, www.minnehahacreek.org 

and sign up in the specially designated box 

on the main page, or call 952-471-0590.

The symposiumÕs national panel included experts in a variety of environmental disciplines: 
(front l-r)  Dr. John Madsen, Minnesota State University; Gordon Culp, Smith Culp Con-
sulting; Dr. William Walker, Environmental Engineer.
(back l-r)  Dr. Curtis Richardson, Duke University; Dr. Eric Dibble, Mississippi State Univer-
sity; Dr. Lowell Klessig, University of Wisconsin; Dr. Eugene Welch, University of Washington
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Pam Blixt, President, MCWD Board of Managers

PHOSPHOROUS LAW
SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
Law stipulates zero-based fertilizers
to be sold and used in Metro area Ñ
some MCWD cities already leaders 
in this important area

One of the main culprits in degraded water quality is

phosphorous. Nuisance algae blooms in lakes are caused by excessive

phosphorous. Most of the phosphorous carried by storm water run-off

originates in residential areas. Phosphorous sources include: High-phos-

phorous fertilizer; decaying leaves and grass; street sediment; duck and

geese droppings; pet waste and carp, which disturb settled phosphorous

on lake bottoms.

We are pleased to note that an important new law regulating the

use of fertilizers for turf in the Twin Cities metro area and statewide was

signed into effect this April 2002 by Governor Jesse Ventura. This new

law was a legislative priority for the Minnesota Association of Watershed

Districts, (MAWD), which has 45 watershed members throughout the

state, including the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.

Simply put, the new law restricts use of lawn fertilizer containing

phosphorus to zero percent in the Twin Cities metro area and three per-

cent in the rest of the state.

Phosphorus can be used on new lawns and when soil tests indicate

it is needed. Local units of government can adopt stricter ordinances in

the non-metro counties until January 2004.

We congratulate the many people who worked hard on this legisla-

tion. Senator Linda Higgins-DFL, District 58 and Representative Peggy

Leppik-R District 45B were the chief authors of the new bill. The City of

Plymouth in the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District was the first city 

in 1995 to adopt an ordinance restricting commercial fertilizer use and

in 1999, the residential use of fertilizer with phosphorous. The new state

law models these ground-breaking ordinances. The City of Shorewood,

another city within the District, was the first city to adopt a use/sales

restriction. The City of Minneapolis adopted a use/sales restrictive 

ordinance last year. 

DICK MILLER AND
PAMELA BLIXT ARE
REAPPOINTED TO 
MINNEHAHA CREEK
WATERSHED DISTRICTÕS
BOARD OF MANAGERS
Miller returns after a prior
stint on the Board while 
Blixt resumes her tenure as
MCWD Board President

Edina resident Dick Miller and
Minneapolis resident Pamela Blixt
recently were reappointed to the
MCWD Board of Managers. Ms. Blixt,
who was first appointed in 1993,
will resume her duties as the Board’s
President. Mr. Miller returns to the
MCWD Board after serving on it from
1985 to 1992 and fills the vacancy
left by retiring MCWD Board member
Malcolm Reid. Managers serve three-
year terms and are appointed by the
Hennepin and Carver County
Commissioners.

“Our citizens’ Board of Managers
is the lifeblood of the Minnehaha
Creek Watershed District and
demands a great deal of time and
service,” notes Eric Evenson, MCWD
District Administrator. “The reap-
pointment of Pam Blixt and the
return of Dick Miller to the Board
will help maintain the District’s
resources while also helping to
inform and educate about water
quality resources. We are thankful
for their services.”



MALCOLM REID STEPS 
DOWN FROM MCWD BOARD 
Minnetonka resident and 
Gray Plant Mooty attorney lauded 
for accomplishments and service 
to the District and his community

Minnetonka resident and Gray Plant Mooty
attorney Malcolm Reid has stepped down from
the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District Board
of Managers after six years of public service.
Reid joined MCWD in 1996 with an active inter-
est in environmental issues and the regulatory
process, serving three years as Vice President 
of the organization. He served two three-year
terms. Two MCWD Managers are appointed by
Carver County Commissioners and five are
appointed by Hennepin County Commissioners. 

“Malcolm always worked to balance envi-
ronmental concerns such as his personal atten-
tion to wetlands with the concerns of the tax
payer and property owner,” notes Pam Blixt,
President, MCWD Board of Managers. “He was 
a dedicated Board member who gave countless
hours of service in addressing the problems
around the Chain of Lakes in Minneapolis as
well as the challenges in the Lake Minnetonka
area. We will miss his participation.”

“Public service requires new faces and
enthusiasm every once in awhile so that the
process is rejuvenated,” says Reid. “I was
pleased to serve on the MCWD Board, which is
often ahead of the curve on important environ-
mental issues and solutions. I learned a lot 
from fellow Board members and the community,
whether it was about issues in my own commu-
nity in the Minnetonka area or in the broader
reaches of the entire Minnehaha Creek Water-
shed. Watershed districts are a good concept
and a viable avenue for citizen participation. I’m
grateful for the opportunity to be part of it.”
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CLARA BARTON STUDENTS CREATE 
SCULPTURE FROM ÒTRASHÓ COLLECTED
ALONG LAKE HARRIET 
Water quality project funded by MCWD 
Cynthia Krieg Memorial Stewardship Fund

The late Cynthia Krieg was a tireless supporter of environmental
water quality issues as the former media consultant for the Minne-
haha Creek Watershed District (MCWD). Now, two years after a
Memorial Stewardship grant program was established and funded in
her name by the MCWD, first and second graders at Clara Barton Open
School (4237 Colfax Ave. South, Mpls.) created an art sculpture out of
trash, with help from the non-profit ArtStart organization this spring.

Working with local naturalist Karen Shragg and artist Marcia
McEachron, Barton students collected 98 pounds of garbage from the
shores of Lake Harriet in a recent study of water quality protection.
The completed sculpture is being displayed in neighborhood coffee
houses and at Barton. 

“Young students got a hands-on lesson in the kinds of junk that
hurt their favorite lakes and streams. They also recycled trash from
out of the ecosystem, and learned about public art in the process,”
says Susan Cairn, MCWD Cynthia Krieg Memorial Stewardship Fund
Program Coordinator.

The next call for applications will begin in August 2002 for 
the Cynthia Krieg Memorial Stewardship Fund. Recipients will be
announced later in the fall. To receive an application, contact the
MCWD office at 952-471-0590, or online www.minnehahacreek.org.

Clara Barton students and artist Marcia McEachron in Minneapolis learned how art
and the environment can work together as they created their own Òtrash sculpture.Ó
The project was funded by the MCWDÕs Cynthia Krieg Memorial Stewardship Fund.
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