
Lake of the Isles (DNR ID 27-0040-00) 
MCWD Site ID: LIS01 
Surface Area (acres): 103 
Max. Depth (ft): 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1.12 Lake of the Isles 
 
Site Information 
 

Lake of the Isles is a polymictic lake, occasionally stratifying and mixing throughout the 

summer months. Historically a wetland complex, Lake of the Isles was named for its four 

enclosed islands. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) acquired the lake 

and surrounding property in 1886 through purchase, donation and condemnation. The 

property originally consisted of 100 acres of water, 67 acres of wetland and 33 acres of 

land. In 1884, one of the four islands (closest to the south shore) was removed by the 

Chicago, Milwaukee and Saint Paul Railway and tracks were laid on fill between 

Calhoun and Isles. Dredging of approximately half a million cubic yards of material, 

between 1889 and 1911, drastically changed the look of the lake with the elimination of a 

second island and an increase in lake area to 120 acres. Fill was used to create parkland 

on the final 80 acres (MPRB, 2006). 

 



Water Quality Data is available back to 1979.  Currently Minneapolis Park and 

Recreation Board staff monitor the lake on a bi-weekly basis and send MCWD the raw 

data each fall. 

 
 
2007 Data Summary 
 

·  Secchi Depth was generally below the standard (1.2 m) throughout the season, other than 
a period of increased water clarity during the months of May and June. 

 
·  Chlorophyll-a concentrations were initially below the standard (15 ppb), followed by a 

gradual increase until early August, peaking at approximately four times the standard. 
 

·  TP concentrations were initially below the standard (40 ppb), followed by a gradual 
increase, which surpassed the standard in mid-June and reached its apex by mid-July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Table 1.6 Lake of the Isles 2007 Summary 

 
           *excludes May Data 

 
 
 
  

Parameter Range Mean Grade TSI value *

Secchi Depth (m) 0.5 - 3.3 1 C 59

Surface TP (µg/L) 31 - 68 51 C 61
Chlorophyll-a  (µg/L) 0.5 - 62.3 33 C 65

2007 Summer (May-September) Water Quality Summary

Overall 
Score

C 61
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Figure 1.13 (a-d) Lake of the Isles 

2007 Grade:  C�
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Figure 1.13 (e - h) Lake of the Isles - Summer Mean Values 
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Standard: 1.2 m 

Standard: 40 ppb 

Standard: 15 ppb 

Standard: 57 


